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On April 18, Cuban President Fidel Castro said the government was expanding the health care
system for foreigners as a way of earning hard currency. The president's statements, published
by the Communist Party's official newspaper Granma, were made at the opening on Friday
evening of a special 12-story hotel for foreign patients at the Frank Pais Orthopedic Hospital in
Havana. Referring to the plan as "health tourism," Castro said, "Wherever conditions exist we must
encourage the idea that medical institutions generate a [hard currency] income to cover their costs."
The Cuban health care system provides free, universal medical and dental services to citizens. A
decline in hard currency reserves over the past two years, according to health officials, has deprived
the health care system of vital equipment, medicines and spare parts. Cuban hospitals have been
equipped with state of the art technology, such as US$3 million magnetic resonance scanners
purchased from a West German firm five years ago. Prior to the revolution Cuba had 6,000 doctors.
Three years after the revolution in 1959, half the doctors had left the island. Cuba developed an
ambitious medical education system to back up investments in public health. In his speech, Castro
said that Cuba now has 46,000 practicing physicians. (Basic data from Reuters, Spanish news service
EFE, 04/18/92)
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